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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the 
National Register of Historic Places Registration For (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x” in the appropriate box or 
by entering the information requested If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for 'not applicable." For functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instruction. Place additional 
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter or computer, to complete all items. 



1. Name of Property 



historic name: Ravenswood Manor Historic District 
other names/site number: 



2. Location 

street and number: Between Sacramento Ave., North Branch of the Chicago River, and alleys N/A not for publication 
south of Lawrence Ave. and north of Montrose Ave. 

city, town: Chicago 

state: Illinois county: Cook County 

3. State/Federal/Tribal Agency Certification 

; As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. I hereby certify that this j^J nomination 
' | | request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 

i Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
j meets L_ does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

j j nationally j statewide locally. { _ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

I 4;v’w/ ' ; 1 > ±£. - 

■ Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

I State or Federal agency or Tribal Government 



In my opinion, the property [_j meets i_ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( [J See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 



i Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency or Tribal Government 

4. National Park Service Certification 



N/A vicinity 
zip code 60625- 



I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

□ entered in the National Register. 

! See continuation sheet. 

| j determined eligible for the National Register. 

i See continuation sheet. 

fj determined not eligible for the National Register. __ 

j j removed from the National Register. 

(^1 other, (explain:) 
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5. Classification 



Category of Property 

(Check only one box) 

building(s) 
j X district 
site 

j_ structure 
object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 



Number of Resources within Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 



Contributing 


Noncontributing 




474 


45 


buildings 


0 


0 


sites 


1 


0 


structures 


0 


0 


objects 


475 


45 


Total 



Number of contributing resources previously listed 

in the National Register 

N/A 



Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply) 

X! private 
x] pubiic-local 
| public-State 
| public-Federa! 



6. Function or Use 



Historic Functions 


Current Functions 


(Enter categories from instructions) 


(Enter categories from instructions) 


Domestic 


Domestic 


Commerce/Trade 


Commerce/Trade 


Transportation 


Transportation 


Historic Subfunctions 


Current Subfunctions 


(Enter subcategories from instructions) 


(Enter subcategories from instructions) 


Single Dwelling 


Single Dwelling 


Multiple Dwelling 


Multiple Dwelling 


7. Description 


Architectural Classification 


Materials 


(Enter categories from instructions) 


(Enter categories from instructions) 



Late 19th And 20th Century Revivals Foundation Brick 

Late 19th And Early 20th Century American Movements Walls Brick 

Stucco 

Wood 

Roof Asphalt 

Ceramic Tile 



Narrative Description 

{Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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8. Statement of Significance 



Applicable National Register Criteria 

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 

for National Register listing.) 

j x] A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. 

~~| B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

• x] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

i | D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 

information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 



Property is 




owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

removed from its original location. 

a birthplace or grave. 

a cemetery. 

a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

a commemorative property. 

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 



Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Community Planning And Development 
Architecture 

Period of Significance 
1907-1933 

Significant Dates 
1909 

Significant Person 

(Complete if criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 
Harmon, William Elmer 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Previous documentation on file (NPS:) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the National Register 

previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

! ] See continuation sheet for additional 

' HABS/HAER documentation. 



Primary location of additional data: 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State Agency 

Federal Agency 

Local Government 

University 

X Other (Repository Name: Conrad Sulzer Regional 
Library, Chicago Public Library, Chicago, IL) 



10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property: 60.00 

UTM References 

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet ) 
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11. Form Prepared By 



name/title: Jennifer Kenny, Preservation Specialist 

organization: Granacki Historic Consultants 
street & number: 1 105 W. Chicago Avenue, Suite 201 
city or town: Chicago state: Illinois 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 
Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property 
Additional items 

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner j 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name: Multiple property owners 

street & number: 

city or town: state 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq. ). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Program Center, National Park Service, 1849 C Street NW, Washington DC 20240, and the Office of Management 
and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 

US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1993 O - 350-416 QL 3 



telephone: 
zip code: 



date: 1/15/2008 

telephone: (312)421-1131 
zip code: 60622-5772 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SUMMARY 

The Ravenswood Manor Historic District is a 520-building residential historic district 
located on the northwest side of the City of Chicago. Ninety-eight percent of the 
buildings were developed as residential structures in the exclusive Ravenswood Manor 
subdivision, the first Chicago area development laid out in 1909 by pioneer real estate 
developer and City Beautiful movement champion William E. Harmon of New York. 
Since most construction took place between 1909 and 1933, Ravenswood Manor fully 
represents architectural trends and urban residential neighborhood development in 
Chicago in the early 20 th -century. The architecture of its streetscapes is characterized by 
its single-family residences, revealing typical Chicago Bungalows and American 
Foursquares alongside high-end architect designed, historic revival-style residences. 
Masonry construction dominates this district of mature trees and private dead end 
streets along the recreational North Branch of the Chicago River. Rail transportation that 
extended to the area in 1 907 and spurred Ravenswood Manor’s growth continues to be 
an essential element for the community. Delivering commuters to and from Chicago’s 
Loop from the district’s Francisco Station, the historic Northwestern Elevated Railroad’s 
Ravenswood Branch, now known as the Chicago Transit Authority’s Brown Line, 
remains a focal point in the heart of this community. 

LOCATION AND SETTING 

The Ravenswood Manor Historic District developed in the early 20 m -century in the 
Albany Park neighborhood on Chicago's northwest side, approximately eight miles north 
and west of the Loop. It is one of numerous Chicago communities that developed on the 
periphery of the late ^-century city. The Albany Park community area is mixed in land 
use, with small scale commercial development along main avenues and a mix of single- 
family and multi-family residential on the majority of streets. Land in Albany Park is 
topographically level, with prairie lands interrupted only by the North Branch of the 
Chicago River that runs along the east boundary of the community area and historic 
district. It’s centered upon the intersection of Kimball and Lawrence Avenues, a dense 
commercial district that grew up around the terminus of the Northwestern Elevated 
Railroad’s Ravenswood Branch that had pushed through by 1907. Housing stock 
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reflects the building boom that followed this transportation improvement to the area. 
Construction of the majority of buildings in the area corresponds to a population 
increase that jumped from approximately 7,000 in 1910 to nearly 56,000 in 1930. 1 
Ravenswood Manor is a unique residential area in Albany Park, offering a retreat from 
the more densely populated streets that surround it. Quiet and removed, Ravenswood 
Manor is visually distinctive for its concentration of single family housing stock and its 
associations with private recreational opportunities on the North Branch of the Chicago 
River. 

The Ravenswood Manor Historic District is a triangular shaped area located in the 
southeast portion of the Albany Park community area. The district is bounded by the 
alley that runs east and west between West Lawrence Avenue and West Giddings 
Street on the north; the alley that runs east and west between West Sunnyside Avenue 
and West Montrose Avenue on the south; the west bank of North Branch of the Chicago 
River on the east; and the center line of North Sacramento Avenue on the west. The 
former Northwestern Elevated Railroad - Ravenswood Branch, now operated by the 
Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) as the Brown Line, bisects the district at its northern 
end. A railroad station is found at Francisco Avenue, with a platform that rises above the 
at-grade tracks. The Brown Line, a commuter rail line operating between Kimball 
Avenue in Albany Park and Chicago’s Loop, is unusual in the city as one of the few 
CTA-operated lines that runs at-grade along a portion of its route. The majority of 
railroad lines operate along steel elevated tracks that rise above streets throughout the 
city. 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER OF RAVENSWOOD MANOR 

The historic district boundaries include the original Ravenswood Manor subdivision laid 
out by William E. Harmon & Company in May 1909 and Harmon’s First Addition to 
Ravenswood Manor that followed a month later. The district is primarily a residential 
historic district, excluding the commercial lots along Lawrence Avenue and Montrose 
Avenue that were part of the original Ravenswood Manor and First Addition 
subdivisions. These properties are located on Lawrence Avenue just to the north of an 
east-west alley between the North Branch of the Chicago River and the properties on 
Montrose Avenue just to the south of the east-west alley between the North Branch of 



'“Albany Park” in Local Community Fact Book, 1990, p. 70. 
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the Chicago River and Sacramento Avenue. As guided by original deed restrictions, the 
Lawrence and Montrose Avenue properties were developed for commercial uses. This 
nomination includes only the residential parts of the two Ravenswood Manor 
subdivisions. 

Almost all streets in the Ravenswood Manor Historic District follow the standard 
orthogonal street grid found throughout the City of Chicago, and most are oriented 
north/south. Breaking from the grid is Manor Avenue, a principal thoroughfare that runs 
diagonally through the east portion of the district. Manor Avenue’s diagonal alignment 
parallels the path of the North Branch of the Chicago River, just to the east of this 
avenue. The North Branch is only crossed by a two-lane bridge at Wilson Avenue, a 
street running east-west through the district. Other east-west streets in the district 
terminate at the North Branch, adding exclusivity and a private nature to properties 
along the river bank and located along these dead end streets. 

Besides streets, narrow alleys are found in the district along the rear lot lines of 
properties. Along alleys are one- and two-car detached garages associated with 
residential structures. Garages are typically located at the rear of residential lots with 
overhead garage doors that open out to the alley. Original deed restrictions dictated the 
placement of garages, in that they could not be located nearer than 90 feet from the 
front street line on lots having a depth of 120 feet or more. The character of garage 
placement at the rear of residential lots is still found in the district today. 

Ravenswood Manor is a district of mature trees, small decorative gardens, grassy front 
and rear lawns, and concrete sidewalks for pedestrian use laid between the front of Its 
buildings and streets. While front yards are open, fencing of varying materials is used to 
offer privacy of backyard use. Fencing is limited to rear yards, built on property lines 
between buildings. 

Recreational opportunities are available to select residents whose properties align the 
North Branch of the Chicago River. Here, residents of Ravenswood Manor have built 
private docks for boating and fishing on a waterway that leads to Lake Michigan, while 
also landscaping with stairways and decks for retirement and enjoyment of the natural 
scenery along the water. Public open space in the district is limited to three small parks: 



